PAGE  

[image: image1.wmf] 

[image: image2.jpg]



HANDBOOK 

Universities of Bangladesh 

2009

University Grants Commission of Bangladesh
[image: image3.jpg]



HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009

December 2009, Poush 1416

Published by :

The University Grants Commission of Bangladesh

29/1, Agargaon, Dhaka-1207

Phone : 8112629, 8128174
Fax : 88-02-8122948

E-mail : chairmanugc@yahoo.com, 

Website : www.ugc.gov.bd

Copyright : 
( reserved by the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the UGC.

UGC Publication No :     124    

ISBN :  984-300-002699-8
Cover Design : Nazrul Islam & Md. Abu Syed (Pallab)
Editorial Board:
Professor Dr. Atful Hye Shibly



Chief Editor 

Professor Dr. Ehsanul Haq




Member 

Professor Dr. Md. Abdul Hakim



Member





Professor Dr. Md. Tajul Islam 



Member





Professor Dr. Amena Begum 



Member





Md. Khaled






Member

Dr. Md. Lutfe Alam 





Member





Fakhrul Islam

 



Member-Secretary 

Printed by : 
   Calico Printers
234/D New Elephant Road, Dhaka-1205

Complimentary Price:

BDT 200.00 

                                 


US $ 10.00 

                                 


EURO 10.00                                

[image: image4.jpg]




	
	
	
	
	CHAIRMAN

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION 

OF BANGLADESH


FOREWORD

University level education began in present day Bangladesh in 1921 with the establishment of the University of Dhaka. When the country achieved its independence in December 1971 there were six universities, all in the public sector. The number increased to 31 by April 2009. Meanwhile, a new development in the arena of university education in Bangladesh has taken place with the setting up of universities in the private sector since 1992. There are now as many as 51 private universities in the country.  There are also two international universities at present functioning in Bangladesh, namely the Islamic University of Technology at Gazipur near Dhaka, supported by the Organization of Islamic Conference (OIC), and the Asian University for Women in Chittagong, sponsored by international philanthropic foundations.

A need has been seriously felt to make information about all these 84 universities available comprehensively in one volume. The HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009 is an attempt to address such a need. It provides basic information on each university, its history, jurisdiction, names of principal officers and faculty members, facilities in the form of scholarships, fellowships, medals and awards, budget estimates, enrolment of students, examination system, students’ co-curricular and extra-curricular activities, information services, hostels/residences, library, research facilities, annual results, list of constituent and affiliated colleges, and also information relating to courses of studies.

I am sure, apart from providing guidance to students, teachers and researchers, the HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009 will also serve as a reference book for the Embassies and High Commissions in Bangladesh for advising foreign students desirous of pursuing higher studies in our country. It also provides information about foreign universities with whom we have linkages. By bringing out this pioneering work, the UGC Editorial Board has done a commendable job. I express my sincere thanks to the chief editor and members of the Board.

Dhaka, December 2009





Professor Nazrul Islam
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Editor's Note
It has been our long-thirsting desire to publish the HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009 by the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh. An attempt has been made in this Handbook to present a comprehensive idea about the background, composition and functions of the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh. Also this is our first attempt at giving a comprehensive sketch of information provided by the public and private universities of Bangladesh themselves. Thorough and repeated editing could not be ensured due to lack of proper information and realistic data of the universities.    

The present edition of HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009 would bear a useful reference containing pieces of information required by students, teachers and researchers of our country. The overall exposure of infrastructural data and facilities of a university provided in this book should not be regarded as perfect. I am sure that the next edition will be a better, more informative and an improved version of the present Handbook.  

I am optimistic that the Handbook will also serve as a reference book for the Embassies or Missions of Bangladesh for advising foreign students desirous of studying in the universities of Bangladesh. It also provides some information about countries and universities with whom we have linkages and cultural and educational exchange programmes.

The Editorial Board is deeply indebted to Professor Nazrul Islam, Chairman, UGC for designing the cover of the HANDBOOK Universities of Bangladesh 2009. We also gratefully acknowledge his valuable comment and suggestion in bringing out this standard publication. Any constructive comments and suggestions that would help us improve the next edition would be highly appreciated.
	Dhaka, December 2009
	
	       Prof. Dr. Atful Hye Shibly
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Back Row (L-R): Mr. Md. Khaled, Secretary, UGC, Prof. Dr. Md. Saleh Uddin, VC, Shahjalal University of Science and Technology, Dr. M Alauddin, VC, Islamic University, Prof. Dr. M Ekramul Haque,  Bangladesh Open University, Prof. Dr. Atful Hye Shibly, Member, UGC and  Prof. Dr. Md. Tajul Islam, Member, UGC. (Two Part-Time Members: Secretary, Ministry of Education and Secretary, Ministry of Finance  are not shown  in the photograph).
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CHAPTER-I

UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION OF BANGLADESH
Background 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh was established under the President's Order (P.O.) No. 10 of 1973 which was deemed to have come into force with effect from 16 December 1972.

The UGC is the apex and statutory body of the universities of Bangladesh including the private universities. The primary objectives of instituting the UGC were to promote and coordinate university education; monitor, and maintain standard of university education; assess the needs in terms of funding for the public universities; and advise the Government on various issues related to the universities. The arrangement was also designed to safeguard the autonomous character of the universities.

Composition

Under section 4(I) of the President's Order No. 10 of 1973 and its amendment of 1998 the UGC consists of the following members:

Chairman 


:
1

Full-Time Members
: 
5

Part-Time Members
:
9

The Part-Time members embody three Vice-Chancellors by rotation, three Professors of the Universities (of which the Vice-Chancellors are not members), and three nominees of the Government (Secretary, Ministry of Education, relevant Member of the Planning Commission, and a representative of the Ministry of Finance, not below the rank of a Secretary).

Role

The basic principle on which the UGC of Bangladesh, like its counterparts elsewhere in the world, has been instituted is that it shall deal with the Government, specially with the Ministry of Education, on behalf of the universities of Bangladesh. 


The major responsibilities entrusted to the UGC by the President's Order No. 10 of 1973 are to receive funds from the Government and allocate and disburse, out of such funds, grants to the public universities for their maintenance and development. After necessary assessment and scrutiny of the requirements of the universities, the UGC places them before the Government for necessary approval. Till now, the UGC, however, does not deal with the financial affairs of private universities, but is authorized to supervise, monitor and regulate their activities. The UGC performs the arduous task of convincing the Government about the needs of the universities and thus work as a coordinating body between the Government and the universities. The arrangement safeguards the universities from undue political interference and helps the Government to avoid undue pressure in dealing directly with the universities. 

The framing of Education Policy of the country is the responsibility of the Government. The UGC, along with other relevant bodies, provides necessary materials for framing the policy. Within the framework of the national policy, the UGC is free to deal with the promotion and development of higher education and research in all fields. 

Relation with the Universities The Universities do not deal directly with the government for their needs but with the University Grants Commission which in turn deals with the government on their behalf. The primary function of the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh is to protect and safeguard the academic and administrative autonomy of the universities. The UGC analyses the needs and demands of the universities and examines the various programmes of the universities including those for expansion.

The UGC acts as a spokesman and regulatory body for the universities and plays a pivotal role in presenting the problems and demands of the universities to the Government.

Relation with the Government The statutory obligation of the University Grants Commission to the Parliament emanates from the President's Order No. 10 of 1973. As per section 12 of the Order, the Commission shall prepare a report not later than the first day of March each year, on the activities and performances of the universities for the year ending on the previous thirty-first day of December and submit it to the Government for its appraisal. The Government shall cause the report to be laid before the Parliament.

Further, as per section 11 of the Order "the Commission shall cause to be maintained such books of account and other books in relation to its account in such form and in such manner as may, in consultation with the Comptroller and Auditor General of Bangladesh..., be prescribed".

Relation with the Parliament The constitutional obligation of the University Grants Commission of Bangladesh to the Parliament has been laid down by President's Order No. 10 of 1973 [(Section 11(1), (2), (3) and (4)]. Each year the UGC submits an Annual Report to the National Parliament through the Ministry of Education along with recommendations to enhance the quality of education in the country. This also includes annual accounts of the Commission together with the audit report thereon. 

Functions

Under section 5(I) of the President's Order, the UGC's functions broadly fall into two categories: Academic and Financial.

Academic functions

(
To assess the needs in the field of university education and formulate plans for the   development of such education;

(
to examine and assess the quality and standard of teaching and research in various disciplines at the university level education;

(
to collect statistical data and other information relating to the existing situation in the field of higher education;

(
to advise the Government on proposals to grant the right to confer special degree awarding status on colleges which may be considered suitable for such other functions as may be conferred on it by any law or by the Government. 

(
to examine in depth the facilities available for students and formulation of plans for their upliftment;

(
to provide facilities for expansion and improvement of the standard of higher education by promoting fundamental and empirical research in the universities and affiliated colleges;

(
to improve facilities and opportunities for teachers relating to higher studies, research and training both at home and abroad; 

(
to examine possibilities for raising individual colleges to autonomous status and expansion and establishment of new universities and research institutions; and

(
to deal with the academic aspects of the private universities and assisting them to develop their curriculum.

Financial functions

The Government after due appropriation made under law in this regard pay to the UGC in each financial year such sums as may be feasible for the maintenance and development of the universities or for the promotion of higher education and research and for the purpose of all other functions of the UGC under this Order.

Sources of the UGC fund are as follows :

(
Grants from the Government;

(
Loans from the Government;

(
Donations and Endowments;  and

(
Receipts from such other sources as may be approved by the Government.

Financial functions involved:

(
determining financial needs of the public universities;

(
receiving funds from the Government and allocate and disburse, out of such funds, grants to the universities for their maintenance and development.
(
making budgetary allocations for the universities;

(
drawing budgeted fund from the Government Exchequer in four quarterly installments and disburse it to the public universities;

(
formulating development plan for the public universities;

(
formulating Annual Development Programme (ADP) & Annual Foreign Exchange Budget (AFEB) for the public universities;

(
monitoring and evaluating the development projects undertaken by the public universities;

(
providing funds for the research projects proposed by the university teachers.

(
offering and allocating funds for the UGC M.Phil & Ph.D Fellowship;

(
allocating and disbursing money from the research support fund to assist the higher education and research;

(
allocating fund and processing UGC Awards, UGC Merit Awards, Rokeya Chair, UGC Chair etc.;

(
allocating fund for publishing graduate and post graduate  text & reference books;

(
giving partial travel grants to the university teachers to participate in seminar, symposium and conference; and

(
granting financial assistance to such other higher education and research activities.
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CHAPTER-II

Universities of Bangladesh
The area comprising the present Bangladesh had no university for a long time during British rule. The schools and colleges in this region were affiliated with the University of Calcutta, which at one time had jurisdiction over academic institutions from Rangoon in Burma to Peshawar in the North West Frontier Province. A good number of first grade colleges such as Rajshahi College (1873), Dhaka College (1881), Jagannath College in Dhaka (1884). Victoria College at Narail (1886), Braja Mohan College at Barisal (1889), Edward College at Pabna (1898), Victoria College at Comilla (1899), Ananda Mohan College at Mymensingh (1908), a law college and a training college at Dhaka, were established in the districts now comprising the area of Bangladesh. Some of these institution had the distinction of offering honours and master's degree courses of the University of Calcutta.

In 1905, during the period of Lord Curzon, Bengal was divided and a province named East Bengal and Assam was carved out with its capital in Dhaka. A country-wide agitation was led by the privileged class in Calcutta against the partition and in 1911 the partition of Bengal was annulled. This left a deep mark of anger, sorrow and frustration in the minds of the majority Muslim population of Eastern Bengal and Assam. In January 1912 the leading personalities of the Muslim community led by the Nawab of Dhaka, Sir Salimullah, Nawab Syed Nawab Ali Chowdhury and Sher-e-Bangla A.K. Fazlul Huq, made strong representations to the British Viceroy, Lord Hardinge, in favour of setting up a university at Dhaka. To assuage the feelings of the Muslims, the government issued a communique in February 1912, assuring them that it would be set up. In May 1912 the then government of Bengal set up a committee know as the Nathan Committee to recommend a scheme for the establishment of the university. In 1913 the government of India passed a resolution to establish some teaching and residential universities in British India including one in Dhaka. Finally, following the recommendations of the Calcutta University Commission, also known as the Sadler Commission of 1917, a teaching-cum-residential university was set up in Dhaka on 1 July 1921.

In the opinion of the Sadler Commission, the chief determining factor in the decision of the Imperial Government to make Dhaka the seat of a university was doubtlessly the desire to accede to the demand for further facilities for the Muslim population, who formed a vast majority in Eastern Bengal. The Chancellor of the University and Governor of Bengal, Lord Lytton, in his convocation address in 1922 expressed the view that the university was an imperial compensation to the Muslims for the annulment of the partition of Bengal.

Such were the birth-pangs of the first university in this country. Since then its reputation as a seat of learning and research has spread worldwide, and many distinguished scholars have given it long and meritorious service. It has a distinguished body of alumni who have given leadership in the socio-economic and political arena of the country.

Until the partition of India in 1947, which led to the creation of Pakistan, all the schools and colleges of East Bengal were affiliated to the University of Calcutta. After the establishment of Pakistan, responsibility for the affiliation of all these colleges was passed to the University of Dhaka. At the same time, there was a large exodus of teachers from Dhaka, due to the partition of the subcontinent.

The second university in what was then East Pakistan was started in 1953 as the University of Rajshahi, and educational institutions in the Rajshahi and Khulna divisions came under its jurisdiction. Being a teaching and affiliating university, it has developed during the last 56 years into the second largest general universities, and caters to the needs for higher education of the northern region of Bangladesh in particular.

Next, on the recommendation of the Shariff Education Commission, which was set up by the then government of Pakistan in 1958, it was decided to establish two technological universities - a university of engineering and technology and an agricultural university. Education being in the list of concurrent subjects, these universities were established in each part (in 1961) by ordinance of the respective provincial governments.

Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) Agricultural University (BAU) was established at Mymensingh in September 1961 on the campus of the then East Pakistan College of Veterinary Science and Animal Husbandry, and has since been developed as the only affiliating residential and teaching agricultural university in the country, providing facilities for higher education and research in agriculture and allied fields. Bangladesh (formerly East Pakistan) University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) was set up in Dhaka by upgrading the erstwhile Ahsanullah Engineering College which could trace its history to the establishment of Dhaka Survey School in 1876, thus being one of the oldest academic institutions in the country. The founding fathers of the technological universities had in their minds as the pattern of the famous land-grant colleges and universities in the USA set up during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Fortunately, both BAU and BUET had teacher training development and exchange programmes during the initial years of their development with one such land-grant university, the Texas Agricultural and Mechanical University system.

The next university to be set up was the University of Chittagong in 1966, at a distance of about 20 kilometers from that city. Ostensibly, the site was chosen to keep the students away from political turmoil and the din and bustle of city life. However, owing to the lack of communication facilities, this short distance has become a barrier to the proper development of the university, as the administration has to spend a lot of energy, time and money bringing students to the campus from the city.

During the period of Pakistan the last university to be established was Jahangirnagar University (1970), formerly Jahangirnagar Muslim University (the word 'Muslim' was dropped in 1972). This is a residential non-affiliating and teaching university. Though situated about 30 kilometers from Dhaka, it has reached a student population of about 4000 during the last 25 years of its existence. Both the universities of Chittagong and Jahangirnagar bear witness to the fact that the setting up of a university following the western pattern, without regard to the logistics of communication and other civic amenities, can be a great hindrance to its ultimate development.

After the independence of Bangladesh in 1971, no new universities were established until 1986, though there had been much public discussion about doing so because of the heavy student pressure for admission into higher educational institutions. Furthermore, during the liberation period hundreds of university teachers, students and employees became martyrs, not only was there a serious loss of life, but also of property, including books, equipment and buildings. An Islamic University, with five departments in two faculties, was established in 1986 at Shantidanga-Dulalpur in Kushtia-Jessore districts. A new university named Shahjalal University of Science and Technology in Sylhet district, started functioning in February 1991 with five departments in two faculties. 20 teaching staff and 205 students (178 male and 27 female). The foundation stone of the university was laid on 5 September 1987. Khulna University, a new general university, started functioning in 1990-91 with four departments in two faculties, 12 teaching staff and 78 students (66 male and 12 female). In 1992 the government established the National University now located at Gazipur near Dhaka, an affiliating institution which has largely taken over the functions of affiliation from the affiliating general universities. A government established Open University located at Gazipur near Dhaka started functioning in 1992-93, the donor agency being the Asian Development Bank. 

The government of Bangladesh passed a Private University Act, 1992 under which 51 private universities have been established till today. In 1994, the Institute of Postgraduate Studies in Agriculture (IPSA) (which since 1983 had been affiliated to BAU) at Salna Joydebpur near Dhaka, was accorded autonomy by the government and empowered to award its own degrees. The IPSA is now transformed into Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Agricultural University by an Ordinance passed in 1998.

The Institute of Postgraduate Medical Research (IPGMR), established in 1965 has been similarly transformed into Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University by an ordinance in 1998. This University proposes affiliation for most of the Institute of Medical Sciences and the Faculties of Medicines existing in the universities of Dhaka, Rajshahi, Chittagong and Shahjalal University of Science & Technology.

Private Universities :

There is a great demand of higher education in the country. Hence there is a rush of students admission into the universities but the public universities cannot accommodate them. So, the government has in consultation with the UGC, accorded permission to a number of entrepreneurs to start universities in the private sector. This has been done in keeping with Private University Act, 1992, which got amended in 1998. There are 51 private universities in Bangladesh and some are  waiting for the approval of the government. 

International Universities :

Moreover, there are two International Universities in Bangladesh namely, Islamic University of Technology and The Asian University for Women. Islamic University of Technology is a subsidiary organ of Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC). IUT is mandated to help develop human resource of the Member-States of OIC in the fields of engineering, technology and technical education by offering long regular courses both at under-graduate and post-graduate levels.  It is an institution with a different spectrum of education.  The students and trainees from different member countries are pursuing various programmes in an entirely different environment. It is a meeting place of different OIC countries. The students graduating from the university equipped with necessary technical knowledge and skill and imbued with the spirit and values of Islam have been contributing with their modest capacity for the socio-economic development of the Member-States.

The Asian University for Women, a leading institution of higher education based on the firm belief that education—especially higher education—provides a critical pathway to leadership development, economic progress, and social and political equality.  

Situated in Chittagong, AUW is providing a world-class education to promising young women from diverse cultural, religious, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds across South and Southeast Asia and the Middle East.  The University is rooted in the unique context of the region.  It offers an educational paradigm that combines a competitive liberal arts education with socially applicable graduate and professional training. 

AUW is committed to providing a superior quality higher education to the region’s most promising young women, regardless of background. Consequently, it recruits talented students from poor, rural, and refugee populations aspirant for scholarship support. Its goal is to graduate students who will pursue paths as skilled and innovative individuals and professionals, service-oriented leaders, and promoters of tolerance and understanding throughout the world. The mission/vision of the university is to to educate Asian women to become highly motivated and effective professionals, leaders, and service-oriented citizens of the region.
Relationship to Government :

All the state-run universities of Bangladesh are financed by the state. Except for the University of Dhaka, all the universities came into existence either through an enactment of the provincial legislature or by an ordinance/act of parliament, so that there is a close relationship between the government and the universities.

Under the acts, the government has the right to cause an inspection of the university under the visitation clause. But in effect under normal circumstances, there has been little or no interference by the government in the affairs of the universities.

As in almost all developing countries, universities in Bangladesh are the traditional home of dissent. Nevertheless, there is a great amount of mutual trust between the universities and the government.

Admission :

The uniform precondition for admission to a university course leading to a first degree is twelve years of schooling with successful completion of the HSC or its equivalent. But the qualifying requirements for admission to individual degree course vary considerably. Students passing the Alim examination are also eligible for admission to the general universities. Admission to a university departments and to medical colleges and engineering programs is by  admission test. For medical program the test is taken centrally.

Over the years there has been an unprecedented rush for admission to the technical universities and increasing pressure for admission to honours courses. The result is that a larger proportion of otherwise qualified students, with HSC, cannot even get the opportunity to take the admission test for the technical universities. In the general universities a large proportion of qualified students applying for admission finally get into a university or its affiliated colleges. Owing to the dislocation of the academic year in the universities, students gaining admission have to wait about a year or more, after taking their HSC examinations before they can start their university classes.

The requirement for admission to prostgraduate programs and research oriented programs such as MSc (Eng), MBA, MEd, MSc(Ag.), MSc(VetSc), MSc(AH), MSc(Ag. Econ), MSc(AgEngg), MSc(Fish), MURP, MArch, M.Phil and PhD in the general and technical universities varies considerably depending on the university and the department.

Admission to halls of residence is another major problem in the universities. Except for Jahangirnagar, no university is fully residential; thus admission to halls does not automatically follow admission to the university. There is an acute shortage of residential accommodation in  all the universities as, unlike students in western countries, all students want to get places in halls. The halls of residence are of two distinct types. The general universities have usually followed the University of Dhaka system, which has some remote resemblance to Oxford and Cambridge Colleges, while the University of Engineering and Technology and the Bangladesh Agricultural University follow the general pattern of other European universities and those of the USA. All non-residential students are attached to a hall of residence. The hall administration is headed by a Provost who is essentially a senior university teacher. The Provost is assisted by a number of house tutors and assistant provosts

In the affiliated colleges, a students’ residence, called a hostel, is under the administrative control of a superintendent who is normally a college teacher.
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