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BdREN IT Engineer/Technical Support Team (TST) Consultants (National)








The Government of the Peoples Republic of Bangladesh has undertaken the implementation of Higher Education Quality Enhancement Project (HEQEP) with the support of the International Development Association (IDA). The objective of the project is to improve the quality and relevance of higher education in the country. The University Grants Commission of Bangladesh is the implementing agency of the project. One of the major components of the project aims at raising connectivity of the higher education and research institutions of the country. A part of the IDA fund will be utilized in payments for individual consultancy services of two IT Engineers constituting a Technical Support Team (TST) who will assist HEQEP in preparing the design and installation of the research and education network (REN) and recruitment of core technical personnel who will operate and maintain the network including the Network Operating Centre (NOC).   





	The TST will be constituted with two consultants: (i) Management and (ii) Technical. The TST will provide hands-on support on all aspects of BdREN installation until the network is functional and is transformed into a Trust organization after a few years of successful operation.





2.        The scope of services of the TST consultants, among others, will cover the   following:


assist HEQEP and UGC to recruit the core technical manpower for the BdREN and develop    detailed Terms of Reference for the positions required to operate it;


develop the BdREN implementation   plan and monitor its implementation;


prepare an Operations Manual for the BdREN;


prepare technical specifications of the instruments/equipments  for the network;


prepare standard bidding documents, in line with World Bank guidelines for the procurement of equipments and services for BdREN on a turn key basis;


assist UGC to hire consultant/legal counsel who will assist UGC to convert the BdREN organization into a Trust.  The TST will develop the detailed Terms of Reference of the consultant/legal counsel;





It is expected that services will commence in August 2009 and be completed in December 2013, subject to satisfactory performance to be evaluated periodically.





The client now invites eligible Bangladeshi applicants to indicate their interest in providing the services for the aforementioned two positions. Applicants are requested to provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services for each category with complete CV and stating expected remuneration.  The EoIs will be assessed for short listing on the basis of qualifications and experience.





5.    	The two consultants will be required to possess the following qualifications and experiences:





Consultant 1 (Management)  


At least BSc (Eng) degree in Electrical/Electronics/Computer Science/ICT/Telecommunication or MSc in Applied Physics/Computer Science from a reputed university of Bangladesh or abroad. MBA will be treated as added qualification.  


At least four years experience in a senior management position.   


Experience in operation and maintenance of large network, systems design and data transmission involving optical fiber.


Knowledge of and demonstrated experience in management of contracts and procurement of  network equipment;


Work experience in a commercial environment, with negotiation skills and experience on bandwidth procurement and leasing of infrastructure.





Consultant 2 (Technical)   


At least BSc (Eng.) in Electrical /Computer Science /Electronics/ICT/Telecommunication or MSc in Applied Physics/ Computer Science from a reputed university of Bangladesh or abroad. MSc (Eng)/ PhD in relevant subject will get preference. 


At least four years experience in installation, operation and maintenance of large network involving optical fiber and wireless media.


Sound knowledge of  systems engineering, radio and optical network and NOC operations;  


Ability to work in a team environment under  pressure and deliver  outputs within timeline;


Extensive professional relationships with peers in public and private education/research institutions or ISPs;


(vi)	Work experience in a commercial environment, with negotiation skills and experience on bandwidth procurement and leasing of infrastructure.























6.    	Detailed terms of reference (ToR) and other related documents will be available in the UGC website � HYPERLINK "http://www.ugc.gov.bd" ��www.ugc.gov.bd� and upon request from the address provided below. 





7.	The consultants will be selected using the criteria for selection of individual consultant in accordance with the Public Procurement Act, 2006 and relevant rules of the Government of Bangladesh. The associated remuneration of the consultants is negotiable and will be determined on the basis of qualifications and experiences.





8.	Expressions of Interest shall be submitted on or before 2:00 pm, August 5, 2009 on working days during office hours in sealed envelope to the Project Director, HEQEP and be clearly marked "Expression of Interest for TST Consultant" and indicate the name of the position, e.g, (i) management or (ii) technical for which the applicant has applied.  Applications through e-mail should preferably have the same text in the subject line of the e-mail.





9.	The applicants must submit supporting documents in favour of their experience.





10.       The authority reserves the right to accept or reject all EoIs.





It is to be noted here that this is an updated advertisement of “EoI for BdREN IT Engineer/Technical Support Team (TST) Consultants (National)” published in the Daily Star on November 22, 2008 and April 04, 2009. Applicants who had applied earlier may apply again with updated CV. 














Ruknud-Deen Ahmed


Project Director


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pd_heqep@yahoo.com" �pd_heqep@yahoo.com�
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