It is by now known to all that the Government of Bangladesh has signed an agreement of financial assistance in the form of soft loan of Tk 6800 million (approx) on 05.04.2009 to implement the HIGHER EDUCATION QUALITY ENHANCEMENT PROJECT (HEQEP) to improve the higher education system of Bangladesh. University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh is going to be the implementing agency on behalf of the Ministry of Education, GoB. The formal launching program of the project is going to be held on the 14th May,2009 at the Ball Room of Dhaka Sheraton Hotel with Mr Nurul Islam Nahid , Honorable Minister of Education, GoB as the chief guest.

As part of preparatory activity of HEQEP prior to formal launching of the project, UGC has successfully completed a three days (April 25-27, 2009) training program titled “AIF Pilot Training Program” on Academic Innovation Fund (AIF), one of the main components of the project. The objective of this training program was manifold: first and foremost it was designed to acquaint potential stake holders with the mode of operation of the project and get feedback from them to fine tune the Operations Manual that was developed in the last one year under certain assumptions, which justifies the naming of this pilot training program. The second objective of the program was to develop a strong team of trainers who will subsequently train other stakeholders representing different universities and research organizations of the country. They will in fact constitute an integral part of HEQEP. And the final objective was to acquaint officials of the GoB and UGC who are directly or indirectly involved with the details of the program so that they can resolve any problems that arise in implementing the program with greater speed and efficiency. 

About 45 trainees were selected and participated in the training program. Among them 18 faculty members from different Universities, 21 from the University Grants Commission and the rest from the Ministries of Education, Finance and IMED of GoB and the World Bank.  Prof Ricardo Reich Albertz, Director General of Chile’s AIF program MECESUP (Spanish acronym for Chilean AIF) was the chief designer and principal trainer of this Pilot Training Program.  He is an academic who served as Professor of Chemical Engineering in the University of Santiago, Chile. He has been working as international consultant engaged by World Bank with specialization on AIF.  

The training materials will be available on the website after the launching ceremony (May 14, 2009) of Higher Education Quality Enhancement Project (HEQEP).

